
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2025 
 

HA'PENNY BEACH CLUB 
 ST. CROIX, UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS 





The Honorable  Marvin L. Pickering,  
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 

and The Commissioners of the  
Virgin Islands Casino Control Commission 

cordially invite you to 
 
 

Celebrating 30 years of Regulatory Excellence: 
Honoring Our Legacy, Shaping the Future 

a Black Tie Gala 
 

 
 
 

Saturday, November 8, 2025 
Ha'Penny Beach Club 

St. Croix, United States Virgin Islands 
Cocktails: 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
Program: 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Dinner: 8:00 pm  
Dancing Until Midnight 



Carolyn P. Hermon-Percell 
Vice-Chair / Commissioner 

Luther F. Renee 
Secretary/Treasurer/ Commissioner 

Marvin L. Pickering 
Chairman/Chief Executive Officer 





Master of Ceremonies 
The Honorable George W. Cannon, Jr. 

Retired Magistrate Judge 
District Court of the US Virgin Islands 

 

*** 
 

Invocation 
Reverend Dr. Jermaine Mulley 

Pastor, St. Luke AME Church 
St. Croix, US Virgin Islands 

  
Welcome 

The Honorable Marvin L. Pickering 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 

Virgin Islands Casino Control Commission 
 

Remarks 
The Honorable Almando “Rocky”  Liburd 

President, 21st Legislature of the US Virgin Islands 
 

The Honorable Kenneth L. Gittens 
Vice President, 36th Legislature of the US Virgin Islands 

 
The Honorable Tregenza A. Roach, Esq. 

Lieutenant Governor of the US Virgin Islands 
  

Introduction of Keynote Speaker 
The Honorable Carolyn P. Hermon-Percell 

Vice Chair, Virgin Islands Casino Control Commission 
 

 Keynote Address 
The Honorable Susan F. Maven 

Retired Judge, New Jersey Superior Court 
 



 Presentation to Keynote Speaker 
Chairman Marvin L. Pickering 

 
Acknowledgement of Casinos 
Chairman Marvin L. Pickering 

Presented to 
Divi Carina Bay Resort and Casino 

Caravelle Hotel and Casino 
 

 Remarks 
The Honorable Albert Bryan Jr. 
Governor of the US Virgin Islands 

 
  Unveiling of Commemorative Plaque 

Governor Albert Bryan Jr. 
and the Commissioners of the  

Virgin Islands Casino Control Commission  
 

 Acknowledgements & Thanks 
The Honorable Luther F. Renee 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Virgin Islands Casino Control Commission 

 



New Jersey Casino Control Commission 
The Honorable Susan F. Maven was appointed to 
the New Jersey Casino Control Commission in 1998, 
serving until November 2001. In 2000, she took on 
the role of Vice Chairwoman. During her tenure, she 
frequently spoke on panels that addressed              
responsible gaming. One notable collaboration was 
with the Honorable Eileen R. Petersen, Chairwoman 
of the Virgin Islands Casino  Control Commission 
(VICCC).  Together, they facilitated the training of 
VICCC’s first group of inspectors and supervisors   
prior to the opening of the Divi Casino. Judges      
Maven and Petersen formed a strong professional 
and personal bond through their shared efforts. 

 

New Jersey Judicial Career 
Susan Maven was appointed to the New Jersey Superior Court in December 2001, 
where she served in both the Family and Criminal Divisions. She was elevated to the 
Appellate Division, New Jersey’s intermediate appellate court, serving from 2012 
through 2015 and authoring hundreds of opinions. Upon returning to the Trial Court 
Family Division in 2016, Judge Maven oversaw family law cases and the juvenile       
delinquency docket. She played a key role in developing and implementing New        
Jersey’s Juvenile Human Trafficking Diversion Program, a pilot initiative to provide 
trauma-informed services to court-involved youth at risk for or affected by human 
trafficking. 
 

Service and Leadership 
After retiring from the Judiciary in 2022, Judge Maven remained active in the legal         
community. She is a dedicated member of the National Council of Juvenile and Family 
Court Judges (NCJFCJ), serving on both the Diversity and International Committees. 
Judge Maven has presented on topics including juvenile justice, interstate custody      
jurisdiction, and human trafficking at NCJFCJ conferences and in state courts. She is a 
founding member of the National Judicial Network: Forum on Human Trafficking and 
Immigration in State Courts, contributing as a Steering Committee member and        
faculty. 
 

Education and Affiliations 
Judge Maven completed her education in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, graduating from 
the University of Pennsylvania in 1983 and from Temple University Beasley  
School of Law in 1987. She is an active member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
Judge Maven resides in New Jersey with her husband, Vincent. 

































 

The Virgin Islands Casino Control Commission (VICCC) has the authority to   
license and regulate legalized casino gambling and related businesses within the       
casino zones on St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands and internet gambling throughout the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. Pursuant to V.I. Code Ann. tit. 32, § 404, the VICCC is an           
independent agency of the executive branch of the Government of the U.S. Virgin   
Islands and is comprised of three full-time members addressed as Commissioners. 
Each member must be a citizen of the United States of America, and two must be    
residents of the St. Croix district and one a resident of St. Thomas-St. John district. No 
person holding elective or appointive office in the federal or territorial government is 
eligible to serve as a member. Each member is   appointed for a five-year term and no 
member may serve more than two consecutive full terms.  

Appointments to the VICCC and the designation of the VICCC Chairman are made by 
the   Governor with the advice and consent of the Legislature of the Virgin Islands. 
The Chairman is also the Chief Executive Officer and holds that office throughout the 
member’s entire term and until a successor has been appointed and qualified. Each 
member serves for the duration of the term and until a successor is appointed and 
qualified, subject to a 120-day limitation after the expiration of the member’s term. A 
member can be removed from office only through an action filed by the Attorney  
General of the Virgin Islands in the Superior Court of the Virgin Islands on the grounds 
of misconduct, willful neglect of duty, other conduct evidencing unfitness, or for      
incompetence. An appointment to fill a vacancy is for the unexpired term of the     
member to be replaced.  

The VICCC is aided in its work by the Division of Gaming Enforcement (DGE)         
established within the Virgin Islands Department of Justice. The DGE is responsible 
for investigating licensure applications, enforcing the gambling statutes and rules and 
regulations, and prosecuting before the VICCC all proceedings for violations of the 
Virgin Islands Casino and  Resort Control Act of 1995, as codified at 32 V.I.C. § 401 et 
seq. The DGE is under the immediate supervision of a Director who must be a sworn 
Assistant Attorney General. The Director is appointed by the Governor with the       
advice and consent of the Legislature of the Virgin Islands and serves during the term 
of office of the Governor. The Attorney General is  responsible for the exercise of all 
duties and powers assigned to the DGE and can remove the Director for cause upon 
notice and opportunity to be heard. 

The stability, continuity, and success of the gambling industry is inextricably linked to 
the public’s confidence and trust that the Government of the U.S. Virgin Islands will 
ensure that those involved in the industry possess good character, honesty, and       
integrity. Stewardship over that public confidence and trust is a principal responsibility 
of the Virgin Islands Casino Control Commission. 



 

The Virgin Islands Casino Control Commission is 
statutorily mandated to develop and implement a licensing 
and regulatory framework that permits and promotes the 

stability and continuity of the gambling and gaming         
industry in the U.S. Virgin Islands of casinos pursuant to 

the Virgin Islands Casino and Resort Control Act of 1995, 
as amended, of internet gaming and gambling pursuant to 
the Virgin Islands Internet Gaming and Internet Gambling 

Act, as amended, and of racinos pursuant to the Virgin   
Islands Horse Racing Industry Assistance Acts of 2011 
and 2016, as amended, by assuring the good character, 

honesty and integrity of all licensed operators and         
employees and related businesses; by protecting the    
gambling and gaming industry from the influence of    

criminal activity; and by fostering public confidence and 
trust in the activities of the gambling and gaming industry.  







 









 
Judge Petersen had always 

pursued projects to enhance 

the civil rights of children. As a 

forceful and articulate advocate 

for children’s rights, she 

journeyed to Washington, D.C. 

to lobby for the selection of the 

Virgin Islands as one of three 

sites for the pilot project for 

Operation Sisters United – a 

project designed to assist 

troubled female teenagers.  

She travelled extensively 

throughout the world to 

Christiansted High School and at Catholic 
University of Puerto Rico’s Extension Program.  
Convinced that law was her calling, in 1963 she 
enrolled at Howard University’s School of Law in 
Washington, D.C. 

She was admitted to practice law in Washington, 
D.C. and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Judge Petersen 
accepted the position of Assistant Attorney General 
for the Virgin Islands under the revered and 
brilliant Attorney General, Honorable Francisco 
Corneiro.  Judge Petersen also served as Acting 
Attorney General.  In 1969, she returned to 
Washington, D.C. to pursue courses towards a 
Master’s degree in Labor Law at George 
Washington University Law Center. 

EILEEN R. PETERSEN, late Judge of the Virgin Islands Territorial Curt, was the first woman to serve 
as a Judge in the United States Virgin Islands. She served in the courts from 1971 to 1994. 

Judge Petersen was born on St. Croix, Virgin Islands and was a graduate of the public school system.  
She attended Hampton Institute (now Hampton University) in Hampton, Virginia.  While at Hampton 
Institute she was awarded a coveted Ford Foundation, all-expenses-paid, five-year scholarship.  She 
matriculated from Hampton Institute with a Bachelor’s degree in Speech Therapy and English.  Without 
interrupting her studies, she went on to attain her Master’s degree in Education.  Having achieved her 
degrees at an early age, she returned to St. Croix, where for three years she taught English at 



lecture on civil and children’s rights.  In 1983, she was selected 

as a panelist for the International Family Law Conference held 

in Cairo, Egypt.  In 1990 she was chairman of the panel on 

Family Law at the World Peace Through Law Conference held 

in Beijing, China. Judge Petersen had also travelled to the 

Philippines, Canada, and throughout the Caribbean to 

participate in children’s rights conferences.  

 

Judge Petersen joined her female counterparts in such 

organizations as the League of Women Voters, the Business and 

Professional Women’s Organization, and the Alpha Kappa 

Alpha Sorority, Inc.  She was the first female to be selected to 

the Virgin Islands Council of Boy Scouts of America, and, 

accordingly, was the first woman in the northeast region of the 

United States to hold such a position.  Her professional 

affiliations included Virgin Islands Bar Association, National Bar 

Association, D.C. Bar Association, American Bar association, National 

Association of Women Layers, American Judges Association, and 

National Council of Juvenile Court Judges.  She served as past 

Secretary to the Judicial Council of the National Bar Association and 

as a panelist for the World Association of National Bar Association.  

As Chaiman of the Casino Control Commission, her affiliations also 

included the North American Regulators Association and the 

International Association of Gaming Regulators.  

 

The essence of Judge Petersen’s life is best personified through her 

immeasurable contributions to the courts, the bar associations and 

the Virgin Islands’ community.  Her acute sensitivity, keen insight, 

awareness of the plight of the downtrodden, her love for children 

and her compassionate spirit, coupled with her radiant personality, 

have earned her numerous awards, citations, and commendations, 

including the distinguished William H. Hastie and Thurgood 

Marshall awards presented by the National Bar Association and the 

Image Award by the National Association for U.S. Virgin Islands 

Affairs in New York.  In July 2008, she was also inducted in the 

National Bar Association Hall of Fame.  

Her unsuccessful bid for Delegate to Congress did not dampen her 

trailblazing nature.   

 

In 1996 she was appointed by the Governor of the Virgin Islands and 

confirmed by the Virgin Islands Legislature as the first Chairman of 

the Virgin Islands Casino Control Commission. 







Eileen R. Petersen*      1996 - 2009 

Gizette L. Canegata Thomas   2009 - 2012 

Violette Anne Golden     2014 - 2019 

Marvin L. Pickering     2020 - 

Imelda N. Dizon      1996 - 2003 

Dennis A. Brow       1996 - 1999 

Oscar E. Henry*      1996 - 1997 

Michael A. Watson      1996 - 1999 

Joan A. Thomas      1996 - 1999 

Lloyd M. McAlpin*      1999 - 2009 

Devin F. Carrington      2004 - 2009 

Violette Anne Golden     2014 - 2019 

Roderick E. Moorehead, Sr., Ph.D.  2011 - 2016 

Henry C. Richardson     2011 - 2016 

Usie R. Richards      2016 - 2022 

Stacy A. Bourne      2018 - 2021 

Carolyn P. Hermon-Percell    2022 -   

Luther F. Renee       2023 - 

*Deceased 



Virgin Islands Casino Control Commission Casino Inspectors 

COMMISSIONERS 
Marvin L. Pickering, Chairman/Chief Executive Officer 
Carolyn P. Hermon-Percell, Vice Chair/ Commissioner 
Luther F Renee, Secretary/ Treasurer/ Commissioner 

 
STAFF 

Kelvin L. Vidale, Esq., Legal Counsel 
Linda I. Smith, Executive Director 

Ruthlin A. Hurtault, Licensing & Compliance Officer 
Romesha D. Smith, Finance and Human Resources Administrator 

Odingo Davila, IT Support Specialist 
Daren H. O'Reilly, Archive Specialist 

Claridilia Rodriguez de Garcia, Custodian 

 
INSPECTORS 

Masai Henry, Senior Casino Inspector 
Juan Luis Jr., Casino Inspector II 

Roberto Blewett, Casino Inspector I 
Karissa Daniel, Casino Inspector I 



November 3, 1995  Enactment of Act No. 6069, the Virgin Islands Casino    
Resort and Control Act of 1995  

 
April  1996   Opening of the Virgin Islands Casino Control, Commission 

Office at 3005 Orange Grove,  Christiansted, VI  00820 
 
March 14, 2000   Opening of the Divi Carina Bay Casino 
 
July 18, 2001  Enactment of Act No. 6419, the Virgin Islands Internet 

Gaming and Internet Gambling Act   
 
June 20, 2007  Issuance of a license to Traxco, Inc. to operate a  
 casino at the Randall “Doc” James Racetrack   
 
April 26, 2016   Opening of the Caravelle Casino 
 
September 4, 2018  V.I. Office of the Inspector General issues Audit Report of  
     the administrative functions of the Virgin Islands Casino  
     Commission  
 
October 20, 2021 Renaming of the Virgin Islands Casino Control             

Commission Building to the Eileen Ramona Petersen     
Casino Control Commission Building 

 
February 28, 2023 Proclamation by the Honorable Governor Albert Bryan, Jr.      

designating the month of March as Problem Gaming 
Awareness Month  

 
December 15, 2023   Issuance of an Unmodified Financial Audit Report from 

Bert Smith & Co., a licensed public accounting firm in 
Washington, D.C., and the U.S. Virgin Islands for Fiscal 
Year 2021  

 
 

Celebrating 30 Years of Regulatory Excellence: 
Honoring Our Legacy, Shaping the Future 



August 1, 2024  Launch of PlayWiseVI.org, a website providing information 
on responsible gaming and problem  gambling 

 
October 24, 2024  Execution of the Memorandum of Understanding with the 

Virgin Islands Casino Commission and the Virgin Islands 
Department of Health for the training and certification of 
locally-based problem gambling addiction counselors 

 
January 23, 2025  Issuance of an Unmodified Financial Audit Report from 

Bert Smith & Co., a licensed public accounting firm in 
Washington, D.C., and the U.S. Virgin Islands for Fiscal 
Year 2022 

 
June 4, 2025  Presentation of “We Have A Story To Tell:  The Virgin    

Islands Casino Control Commission And The Building Of 
Culturally Adapted Problem Gambling Awareness           
Initiatives” at the 2025 Annual Training and Education  
Conference, North American Gaming Regulators             
Association, in Nashville, Tennessee. The panel was     
moderated by Marvin L. Pickering, VICCC Chairman/CEO 
and included Carolyn P. Hermon-Percell, VICCC         
Commissioner, and Kelvin L. Vidale, Esq., VICCC Legal 
Counsel 

  
July 31, 2025  Hosting of Internet Gaming and Internet Gambling Summit 

that brought together government leaders, policy makers, 
stakeholders and other interested   persons in discussions 
for the modernization of the internet statutes  

 
August 20, 2025  Proclamation by the Honorable Governor Albert Bryan, Jr. 

designating the month of September as Responsible    
Gaming Education Month  

http://playwisevi.org/








 
COCKTAIL HOUR 

Red Snapper Fish Cakes | Cilantro Garlic Aioli 
Seared Sirloin Skewer | Red Onion Glaze | Blue Cheese Sauce 
Sofrito Chicken Tart | Red Pepper Aioli | Cilantro Lime Caviar 

Crispy Spinach Quinoa Balls | Beet Hummus | Sofrito Coconut Reduction 
 

APPETIZERS 
Amuse-bouche 

Roasted Pumpkin Soup 
Spiced Pepitas | Toasted Focaccia 

 

Warm Vegetable Salad 
Local Sweet Potato Pea Puree | Honey Roasted Carrots | Beets | Asparagus | Shiitakes 
Roasted Red Onions | Pumpkin Tuile | Tarragon Oil | Goat Cheese (optional) | Micros 

*GF*DF*V 
 

ENTRÉES 
5 Spiced Salmon 

Whipped Garlic Mashed Potato | Charred Broccolini 
Citrus Beurre Blanc | Microgreens 

*GF 
 

Cilantro Lime Chicken Breast 
Cream Cheese Pepper Stuffed | Turmeric Rice | Sauteed Asparagus | Tomato Bechamel 

*GF 
 

Charred Coconut Herb Crusted Lamb 
Whipped Garlic Mashed Potato | Charred Broccolini 

Citrus Chimichurri Cream | Microgreens 
 

Roasted Cauliflower Steak 
Vegan Polenta | Roasted Brussel Sprouts | Pickled Cabbage | Mushroom Cream 

*GF*DF*SF*V 
 

DESSERT 
French Fruit Tart 

Passion Fruit Pastry Cream | Berries | Strawberry Gelee | Almond Tuile 
Edible Gold Leaf 

Meringue| Fresh Mint 
 

Vegan Guava Mousse 
Avocado | Coconut Whipped Cream 

*GF*DF*V 
 

 

*GF - Gluten Free | *DF - Dairy Free | *SF - Sugar Free | *V - Vegan 











“Celebrating 30 Years of  
Casino Regulatory Excellence: Honoring 

Our Legacy, Shaping the Future” 
 

With gratitude, I join the Virgin Islands   

Casino Control Commission in             

commemorating three decades of          

principled oversight and public service.  

Since the enactment of the Virgin Islands 

Casino and Resort Control Act of 1995, the 

Commission has upheld a mandate: to     

safeguard integrity, promote responsible 

gaming and ensure that economic           

opportunity flows to the people of the U.S. 

Virgin Islands. 

 

This milestone belongs to many hands.  It 

honors the foresight of our founders: the 

diligence of Commissioners and staff; the 

partnership of licensees, law enforcement, 

and industry stakeholders; and the trust of 

our communities.  Together we built a    

regulatory framework that is fair and       

resilient  — one that nurtures investment 

and protects consumers, while keeping the 

public interest at the center. 

COMMISSIONER 
2018 - 2021 



 On the occasion of this historic milestone, I extend my 
warmest congratulations to the Casino Control Commission 
of the U.S. Virgin Islands for three decades of remarkable 
service. For 30 years, the Commission has exemplified  
dedication, integrity, and excellence in its stewardship of 
the gaming industry. Your tireless efforts have not only 
safeguarded the public interest but have also strengthened 
our community and contributed to the   economic vitality 
of the Territory. 

As one of the first Commissioners — and the youngest to 
serve at that time — I, Dennis Brow, am deeply honored to 
have been part of the foundation of this great work. It    
remains one of the proudest chapters of my life to have 
helped craft the Casino Control Law and to take part in 
launching the regulatory framework that began the casino 
industry in our Virgin Islands.  

Looking back, I am filled with gratitude for the vision,    
collaboration, and determination of all those who served 
alongside me, and for the Commission’s enduring        
commitment to fairness and progress. This anniversary is 
not only a celebration of your achievements but also a    
testament to the lasting impact of your work on our     
community and future generations. 

Thank you for your 30 years of tremendous service. It has 
been a privilege to stand among you in this history-     
making journey. 

 

Dennis Brow 
Commissioner 
1996 – 1999 

A TRIBUTE TO THE  
CASINO CONTROL COMMISSION 

OF THE U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 



Happy 30th  
Anniversary to the  

Casino Control  
Commission  

from Olivia H. Henry  
and family of 

OSCAR E. HENRY 
COMMISSIONER 

1996 -  1997 

On behalf of 

IMELDA N. DIZON 
COMMISSIONER | 1996 - 2003 

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the 

Casino Control Commission on its 30th        

anniversary. To the commissioners and past 

leaders who have guided this important work, 

especially to our beloved mother, Imelda      

Dizon, whose dedication as Vice-Chairman    

exemplified integrity, service, and              

leadership.  May the Commission continue    

to uphold the highest standards of               

accountability and public trust. 

 

With gratitude and pride, 

The Dizon Family   







November 8, 2025 













It is with deep appreciation that Chairman Pickering,  
Commissioner Hermon-Percell, and Commissioner Renee  

acknowledge and thank those persons who helped to make this  
evening so very special: 

 
 

REMA EDWARDS, our decorator, who transformed the  
Ha'Penny Beach Club into our own Casino Royale 

 
RUTHLIN A. HURTAULT and BEVERLY A. HERMON WALLACE,  

our hostesses, who greeted our guests with  
beautiful smiles and true graciousness 

 

CHEF RALPH MOTTA and his staff for the delicious meal  
and excellent service 

 

Mixologists FRANK ROBINSON and KJ RICHARDS  
for the fabulous libations 

 

HARTATAK INTERNATIONAL BAND  
for the wonderful musical styling of varied genres that kept us dancing 

 

DJ WILL for his versatility in taking us from the  
cocktail hour to the dance floor 

 

Photographer JAMAR HEWLETT and Videographer TRISTAN JONES  
for their skill in capturing these special moments 

 

PETRA VICTOR for designing all our graphics and the  
spectacular commemorative booklet 

 

CONSTANCIA EBANKS for creating unique gifts for our guests 
 

MERVIN MILLS for his impressive talent in designing the  
Roll Call Plaque 

 

30TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE chaired by COMMISSIONER  
LUTHER RENEE and the staff of the  

VIRGIN ISLANDS CASINO CONTROL COMMISSION  
for going above and beyond 

 

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
YVETTE DELAUBANQUE, our Event Coordinator,  

who with her creative mind, tireless spirit, 
and many emails led us to what has been a most memorable event 

 

Thank you all so very much! 



casinocontrolcommission.vi 


